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Woman of SAMARIA. 


Jean ſaid, If theu knewsft the Gift of God; and who it 

Fs = faith to thee, Give me © Lind thou would 
have aſked of him, and he would have given thee living. 

Mater, John iv. 10. 


WIXLERHIS Verſe is taken out of tlie notable 
NT }& Converſation of our Saviour with a Wo- 
Bt i man of Samaria. He was ſitting: by the 
| ES 2 fide of a well when ſhe came to draw up 
ater; and as it was his Office in the world, and 
the Intent and Deſign of his becoming Man; to ſeek 
and fave ſuch as were loft, he began to open to this 
Woman his Mind, and firft aſked her for a little 
Water: The Woman, ſeeing that he was a Jeu 
wondered at ſuch Condeſcenſion, for we are told 
the ers dealt not with the Samaritans,” and aſked 
him, how it came to paſs that one of his Religion 
could ftoop to aſk Water of a Samaritan ? And this 
gave our Saviour the Opportunity to tell her, “ If 
thou kneweſt who it was that ſaith to thee, give me 
to drink, thou wouldeſt have afked of him and hie 
would have given thee Living- Water.“ Had. the 
woman had Ears to hear, this would have been the 
beſt News that ever ſhe had heard; and indeed I look 
upon this place as one of the moſt encouraging Parts 
of all the word of —— a Sinner, and worthy to 
Tp . 


So 
: (4-3 
be attended to with the utmoſt Seriouſnefs, and with 
R N 
I defign to make ſome Obſervations on the whole 
Hiſtory of this Converſation of our Saviour with the 
Woman, and ſpeak of the Words which I have ſin- 
gled out for the Text in its Place, 55 

We are told, that when our Saviour was diſpoſed 
to leave Fudea. and return to Galilee, He muſt 
needs go through Samara, not only becauſe there was 
no other way, or becauſe he could not have conveyed 
himſelf into Galilee by means of his Divinity or 
otherwiſe; but Love and Mercy obliged him to go 
that Way, He knew there was a poor wicked wo- 
man living in Sychar,- who was a ſlave to her Whiore- 
doms and her Luſts, and in the high Road to periſh, 
and therefore he would go that way, that he might 
call her te the Faich, as well as many of her Fellow 
citizens and Neighbours, and be their Saviour. 
Thus the Shepherd ſeeks out his wandering Flock, 
and ſaves and brings back ſuch as were loſt. 
When our Saviour had ſent away his Diſciples to 
rovide meat for their Journey, and had reached Ja- 
cob's Well, he ſat down weary there, about the Mid- 
dle of the Day, having yet, perhaps, taſted nothing. 
How particular is the Scripture! it ſays, he was 
wearied with his Journey?” when he ſat down; to 
teach us, that he has experienced our weakneſs: 
And now every. poor wayfaring Man on the Road, 
every Peaſant, every Workman, may think when 
they are fatigued and tired with their Journey. or 
Work, that our Saviour has been tired this Way. 
He knows how to pity me, ſince. he has felt Weari- 
neſs, and knows what, Faſting and Hunger is. It 
ſhould comfort the Traveller ang Tradeſman, the 
Farmer and Labourer, to remember, once Jeſus ſat. 
weary down on the Well, and put them upon chink- 
t | ing, 
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3 
ing, O thou dear Maſter of thy People, thou Lord 
of all, thou haſt felt our Wearineſs and Weakneſs, 
have Mercy upon me, and let it obtain a Reſt for 
my Soul in the Kingdom of God, when the Days 
of the Vears of my Pilgrimage are ended. | 
O forget not, that once the good Shepherd of 7/- 
ruel walked about the World, and his Limbs and 
Feet were often tired and weary when he came 
down to feek and ſave you, like Sheep that he had 
loſt. He travelled on Foot and was fatigued, that 
you might be carried home in his Boſom; he was a 
Pilgrim in his own World, to purchaſe for us, a 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens.“ 
While he was reſting himſelf, the Woman came 
with her Water-Pot to fetch Water from the Well; 
and now Jeſus ſaid to her, Give me to drink ;” 
the Woman wondered ot his Requeſt, becauſe he was 
a Few; but doubtleſs the Angels of Heaven wondered 
more, to ſee the Creator aſk a little Water of 2 
Creature. This was indeed great Humiliation, and 
ſhould make us loath all Pride and Highneſs, all 
Reſentment and Haughtineſs for ever. | | 

Here a poor ſuffering Man, a Perſon who is re- 
duced to Want and Penury, may alſo be comforted, 
fince God his Saviour once was poor in the World, 
and -afked an Enemy for a little Water. Thus we: 
read, he was another Time ſo hungry, that he would 
nave been glad of a few Figs to ſtay his Hunger, 
when he ſought it at a Fig-tree but found none. 
We cannot be poorer, meaner, more hungryand 
thirſty, or reduced, than he ſtooped to be, whote Po- 
verty fhall make us rich in this world, and in that 

which is to come. | 

1 he Samaritans and Jews had no Dealing together, 
becauſe of their Differences in religious Matters, and 
that made the Woman wander moſt, becauſe a Je 
5 | would 


(3 


would ſpeak ts her. She little thought that ths 
Lord of Jeu and Greeks was: ſitting before her, who 
loved both thoſe in J7etory and thoſe in Samaria, and 
was come both to make one Fold under one Sheps 
herd. Here we may learn how ill and weak it is to 
ſuffer our Prejudices ſo high as to reject any one be- 
cauſe his religious Sentiments differ ftom ours. If 
our Saviour had not more Patience with us than we 
ha ve with one another, or did not love us better than 
we love one another, we ſhould none of us be ſaved 
at Jaſt; but he pities and bears with us in our Miſs 
akes and Failings, and judges not according to our 
Inſight into Points of Doctrine or Manner and Form 
of Worſhip. His Eyes try the Heart and the Reins,” 
and where he is beloved, there all is well. 

The Jetes believed the Temple at Jeruſalm was 
the right Place of Worſhip, and therefore crieds 
*« The Temple of the Lord! The Temple of the 
Lord !” The Samaritans thought the Mountain of 
Samaria, where Jacob worſhiped, was the right Place, 


and would not receive the Prophets becauſe they 
worſhipped in FJeruſalem, and only adhered: to the 


five firſt books of Moſas, and their boaſt was, The 
Mountain of the Lord! The Mountain of the Lord 
of Hoſts !“ This made ſuch a Diviſion between them, 
that they of Samaria hated the Fews ; and the Jews, 
when they could give no worſe Name, called Men 
Samaritans, Here we may ſee what Miſchief Bigotry 


and Zea! for one's own Church or Party can make 


in a Land, whereas often the real Difference is not 
material, nor can be, where both Sides heartily be- 
lieve in Jeſu's Divinity, and are Partakers of his 
Holy Spirit in their Hearts; and however we may 
think otherwiſe, we ſhall find in that Day Souls with 


the Lord, 5 redeemed out of every Nation, Kindred 


aud People, and Tongue, who have all waſhed their 
| | Robes 
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Robes and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb, and therefore ſhall they ſtand before the 
Throne, and go no more out.” If none could be 
_ ſaved but as are allowed to be 2 by all Sorts, 
then none would be ſaved at all. t us then have 
Patience with one another in religious Matters, and 
know, that whoever per ſecutes, or is bitter, is wrong, 
let who will be right; and ſuch a ſpirit, whether 
for or againſt our Party, muſt not be encouraged, far 
it cannot be of Chriſt. When the Childten of I, 
rael, at their great Feſtivals, went up to worſhip at 
Feruſalem, they went up in their Tribes and Families 
apart, and perhaps mingled not till they entered the 
Tem le, and then all joined in one ſolemn rejoicing 
and Prayer. All bad their eyes to one offering, 
adored one God, and were properly one Flock; fo 
now the different Companies of Chriſtians go. up 
apart, and all retain their little Peculiarities ; but 
when the whole ſhall enter the New: Feruſalem, I 
mean all out of every Congregation and Tribe, who 
have believed in Jeſus and are ſaved, we ſhall bluſh 
that the beſt have been ſo ignorant and miſtaken, 
and agree for ever and ever to worſhip and give 
Glory to the Lamb that was ſlain,” and his one 
great Offering, his Merits and Love, ſhall be the Sub- 
ect of our one Song when Time is no more. Now 
ler us who have found Mercy remember, wwe are 
one Man's Sons, we have our Father, one Saviour, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one ſincere View, namely, 
to love and live only to him, and let us fee that 
we fall not out by the Way. | 
We may learn yet one Thing more from the Woman 
of Samaria's wondering that Jeſus, a Few, would 
25 to her, and that is, if ſhe could wonder when 
ſhe only looked on him as a Man, how much ought 
we, who know he is the“ high and lofty One who 
TR, _ dwelleth 
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dwelleth in the high and holy Place,“ and yet con- 
deſcends to ſpeak with Sinners, and this he does even 
now: What he ſaid to her, he ſays to us, If thou 
kneweſt who it is that ſpeaketh with thee, thou 
wouldeſt aſk of him, and he would give thee Living- 
water.“ Had ſhe indeed known her Lord and Savi- 
our was there, or gueſſed that the Stranger with 
whom ſhe was ſpeaking was no other than the ſame 
God who aforetime fo met her Father Jacob, and 
bleſſed him, ſhe would not have been long before ſhe 
had proftrared herſelf at his Feet with Tears, and ob- 
tained of him Water from the Well of Life; ſhe 
would have aſked of him, and he would have given 
it to her: but ſhe did not know who he was; ſhe 
thought, as many in our Time do, that he was only 
a Man, and not God blefſed for ever, for elſe botn 
ſhe and they would make all their Prayers to him, 
till All had found in him Eternal Life : Therefore, 
becauſe ſhe underſtood him not, ſhe reaſoned what 
Water he ſpoke of: ſhe ſaid again, Thou haſt no- 
thing to draw with, the Well is deep, from whence 
haft thou this living Water? I hope thou doſt not 
think thyſelf greater than our Father Jacob that gave 
us the Well, and drank of it himſelf, his Children 
and Cattle.” Here we may fee what ſhe thought of 
Chriſt, and thefe her mean Thoughts were the only 
Cauſe of her being fo far from receiving eternal Life at 
his Hands, Our Saviour perceived her Ignorance and 
Stupidity, and yet willing to ſave her, ſaid, Whoever 
hall drink of this Water ſhall thirſt again, but whoſo 
drinketh of the Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall ne- 
ver thirſt, but the Water that L ſhall give him ſhall be 
in him a Well of Water fpringing up into evetlaſting 
Life.” One ſhould have thought, however dull and un- 
awakened ſhe was before, (he could have underſtood 
that he ſpoke of ſomewhat divine and heavenly; 1 
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he was fill the ſame, and thought perhaps he had 
ſome Water which had the peculiar Quality to ſta 
the Thick; and th 'refare aſtged it of him, but did not 


receive it becauſe ſhe-zſked ami's, and neither did 
her Heart thirſt or feel the Want of his Redemption * 


but ſhe wanted the Water only. to ſave her the Frou- 
ble of coming ſo often to the Well to draw; and 
When ſhe had ſaid this, our Saviour altered his Man- 


ner of (peaking, and did her g0 and fetch her Hul- 


band.“ He was not angry at her great Stupidity in 
ſpiritual Things, nor was diſpleaſed becauſe ſhe was 
ſuch a Stranger to the Scriptures, wherein is ſo fre- 
quent mention of Living- water; but he pitied her, 
and indeed ſhe needed Pity, “ for the God of this 
World had blinded-her Eyes,“ and ſtopped her Ears; 


nor did our Saviour thus behave for her Sake alone, 


but to teach us, the Servarits of the Lord muſt not 


ſtrive, bur be ineek and gentle, and patiently labour and 


watch ſor Souls, as the Huſbandman waiteth for 
the early and latter rain z”- ſo neither when he was 
about to convince her of her ſad Condition (for ſhe 
was then living in Uncleanneſs and Whoredoms) 
did he begin roughly, or thunder againſt her the 
curſes of the Law, but meekly ſaid, Go call thy, 
Huſband and come hither ;”” the Wimin anſwered, 
I have nd Huſb ind: Jeſus ſaid, thou haſt ſaid well, 
for thou haſt had five Huſbands, and he whom thow 
now haſt is not thy Huſband, in that ſaidſt thou 
truly.” In this tender Manner he brought her under 
Conviftions, and told her of he: finful and unchaſte 
Life, and forces her as it were to feel he was no com- 
mon Perſon ; for ſh>, ſtruck with the Anſwer of our 
Saviour, ſaid directly; Sir, Lperceive that thou art 
a Prophet; “ and as it is likely ſhe had often withed 
to ſee one wha. cauld ſatisfy her which was the right” 
Place of Worthip, ſhe W propoſes it to him, G 
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then he aſſured her, that although the Samaritans were 
to blame, and that the Salvation ſhould come out 
of the Jeius, yet he told her, „neither in Samaria, 
nor at the Temple, but in every Place where ſuch 
as worſhip the Father in Spirit and Truth are, that is 
the right Place, and ſuch the Father ſeeks to wor- 
ſhip him.” Hence we are taught, that it is not our 
Form or Mode of Worſhip, nor is the Place wherein 
we are met, or the Words or Order uſed therein, the 
main thing in pleaſing God, but the inward and true 
Worſhip of the Heart; He requireth truth in the 
inward Parts” A good Form is commendable, but 
to love the Lord our God with all our Hearts, and be 
really devoted to him, and to have our Bodies his 
chaſte and clean Temples, and to know him there 
through the Holy Spirit, is more than all other 
Things, and far weightier in his Sight. "2 
The Woman, though a little enlightened, was ſtill 
ignorant who ſhe had with her, and therefore ſaid, 
I know Meſſias which is called the Chriſt cometh, 
when he is come he will tell us all Things.” Now, 
our Saviour's Hour, and the Time of her Converſion 
was come; for he ſaid to her, I that ſpeak unto 
thee am he.” I dare fay, that Moment God the 
Holy Spirit opened her Eyes and her Heart, and ſhe 
ſaw and believed on him. Doubtleſs ſhe was over- 
come with Joy and Love, without remembering ſhe 
was a Woman, or thinking what People would ſay, 
ſhe left her Water-pot, ſhe fergot what ſhe came to 
the Well for, and went and told the Men of her City, 
& Come, ſee the Man that told me all that ever I 
did, Come ſee the Chriſt,” Thus when any have 
found our Saviour in their Hearts, they want to call, 
if poſſible, all the World to him, and even for this 
they would be content to undertake any Labour, and 
go through any Difficulty, and think themſelves 


happy 


TS 


happy, if only they can bring one more to be ac- 
quainted with Jeſus. | | 

We do not hear that the Woman aſked any more 
Queſtions about the living Water, or blundered any 


more about the Perſon of Chriſt. Her Heart now 


felt what it meant; ſhe was a Witneſs that a Soul 

that has drank of it ſhall thirſt no more; it led her 
ſo far, as to forget a little while her lawful Bufineſs, 
that ſhe might bring others to the Fountain of Life, 
and let them alſo ſee him and be ſaved. I ſuppoſe, when 
ſhe went into the City ſhe told her People, Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the Lord, I have found 
the King of Vrael, the Chriſt, who ſhould ſave his 
People from their Sins; eſpecially methinks 1 ſee 
her telling the Man with whom ſhe had lived an 
Adultereſs, O come with me; and as we have been 
Fellow-ſervants of Sin, let us ſhare Pardon together; 
J have met the Meſſias that told me all that ever I 
did, and laid all my ſinful Life open before me; he 
mentioned my Guilt and Sin with thee, and bid me 
call thee to him; come then, he has pardoned and 
waſhed me, he will do the ſame for thee. I am ſute 
the ſame living Water which gave her eternal Life, 
waſhed away her Sins, and quenched her Lufts for 
ever. She could no more live as ſhe had done, but 
now was invited to be the Spouſe and Bride of the 


Lamb. To this Day it is the ſame; for as ſoon as 


any have found Mercy, they can no longer love Sin, 
| but they bid an everlaſting Farewel to all: The very 

Thoughts of their miſ-ſpent Life, and of the Pain 
Jeſus has endured to expiate it, the Remembrance 
of his Grief and Tortures, makes them loath their 
Pleaſures, their Company, and all their lying Vani- 


ties. Oh, they think, I have done with you for. 


ever, you pierced my dear Mafter through ; you have 
mingled him the direful 7 of Wormwood and Gall, 
| | 2 you 
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you have heaped many Sorrows on his Heart and 
put him to Grief; you have ſet him at nought, re- 
- viled, and crucified my Beloved, and robbed me of 
many Days-and Years of r ai Happineſs ; but now I 
am ſaved, | am de iver d, and will go back no more. 
As ſoon as the Woman came and told: her People 
the glad Tidings, many more. came through her 
Means, and. when they had heard Jeſus they alſo be- 
lieved, a d he ſtayed with them-two Days preaching 
his G fpe] among them. Then they ſaid to the 
Woman, Now we believe, not becauſe of thy 
Word, for we have heard him ouiſelves, and know 
that he is indeed the Chriſt the Saviour of the 
World.“ Happy Men ! Happy Souls! who can ſay 
this, We know the Chriſt the Saviour of the World. 
This is L fe eternal: This j-)the greateſt bieſſing we 
can enjoy in this World. that all here eould ſay 
with h m. We know the Chriſt! We know the Sa- 
viour of the World! IT e 25 
But he I :me forbids me to add more to theſe Ob- 
ſervations, Iwill go on ta ſpeak of the Text, for 
What was ſpck-n to the Woman of Samaria is ſpoken 
to us a d to our Chiidren, and we as well as ſhe'are 
eternally concerned. No doubt you muſt think the 
Woman and ber Fellow Citizens happy to have had 
the Lord fo nigh to them, and to feel his eternal Life 
like a Well flowing up in- cheir Hearts; but then you 
may be happy along with them, the Lord will be as 
vigh to you, if you aſk, him he will give you the 
living Wat r. ER vette dier 
Tue Words naturally divide themſelves into four 
Parts, which I will ſpeak of as they are ſet doẽwẽõũn. 
Firſt, Our Saviour ſays, “ If thou kneweſt the 
Gift of God, then thou wouldeſt aſg of him.“ He 
means the Gift of eternal Life, and therefore calls it 
a Gift, leſt ſhe or we might be tempted to ſuppoſe it 
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was bought, or deſerved or merited by any Thing we 
can g've, It is elſewhere called the free Gift; and the 
Kingdom, the Salvation, the Grace, and Mercy of 
20d muſt ſo be preached, in Oppoſition to all the falſe 
Notions in the World of being received and pardon- 
ed, or obtaining Heaven by our Obedience, Service, 
or Good-works, God gave his only begotten Son. 
Jeſus gave himſelf for us. He gives the living Wa- 
ter, He gives it ſrecly. and ſells it without Money 
or wi:howt Price, and all who ever come to Heaven 
or obtain Salvation, muſt be Witneſſes that it was 
given to them. This s neceſſary to be known of all 
| I ig becauſe, ſome have ſought to enter the ſtrait 
Gate, and have not been able, therefore becauſe the 
ſought it as it were by their Works, and did not know 
the Gift of God. But who knows it is free Grace 
and a free Gift, and are enlightened to ſee their on 
Unworthineſs and Unprofitableneſs, ſuch, like poor 
vile Beggars, come to Jeſus, who is the Door of 
Mercy and the very Gate of Heaven, and there they 
beg and are relieved, Our Saviour will have us feel 
and know we have done nothing but what would 
merit eternal Judgment, leſt after he had vouchſafed 
us Mercy we ſhould think, by a ſober Life, by 
m:ritorious Deeds to have deſerved it, and ſo we be 
found ſpi:i ual Thieves and Robbers, who have rob- 
bed the Son of God of his due Praiſe and Honour. 
It is well therefore that the Holy Spirit gives us 
throroughly to ſee ourſelves, and makes us groan 
under the Weight of our Miſdeeds and chirſt for 
Mercy, that to all Eternity we may glorify the 
Lamb, who in our diſtreſſed: and Joſt State gave us 
Peace and loved us freely,, 0 _ 1 
' But the Second Part of the Text is, If thou 
knewelt who it is that ſaith to thee, Give me todrink, 
K : : 5 ; a 4 thou 
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thou wouldeft then aſk that Gift of him, and he 
would pive it thee. | | 
Many Souls periſh for want of knowing who Je- 
ſus is: They regard him only as a Prophet, or as one 
of the higheſt or greateſt of the Martyrs, or perhaps 
an Angel, or one ſomewhat beneath or leſs than the 
Lord, and this is the moſt dangerous Error in the 
World. Believe of him what you will, if you don't 
believe that he is the true God and Lord, you will 
never be the better for him. *Tis this alone makes 
His Humiliation and Sufferings fo weighty and defira- 
ble, and brings the Soul to truſt upon him. What 
is his Obedience more than the Obedience of Noah, 
rob, or Daniel, if he be not God? Or what is his 
Blood more than the Blood of the Martyrs, or the 
Bloed of Bulls and Goats, if he be not the Jehovah, 
the everlaſting Son of the everlaſting Father? If one 
Jot or Tittle of all the Bible is true, then is he who 
talked with the Woman of Samaria, and who fat 
wearied with his Journey down upon Jacob's Well 
at Sychar, the Lord from Heaven, the very and eſſen- 
tial God. When this is once known, with what 
Boldneſs can one venture upon his Death, and with 
what Confidence truſt his Blood, and adore and ſtand 
aſtoniſhed at that Love wherewith he loved us, at 
that Love which ſo humbled him even to the Death of 
the Croſs, that he might ſave us from Death eternal 
who were vile Duſt and Aſhes, This Doctrine is as 
true as amazing and ſtrange: the Creator and Lord 
of all did leave the Boſom of his Father, and was 
made lower than the Angels for the ſuffering of 
Death. So great was his Love to Sinners, that he left 
Heaven to ſeek and win them back to himſelf; fo 
great his Pity, that rather than ſee them ſuffering 
the Vengeance of eternal Fire, he choſe to be a 
burnt Offering on the Tree, and bleed and die in our 
| OT OD Room 
* a 


IL 151 
Room and Stead; therefore ſaid he to the Woman 

« if thou kneweſt who ſpeaketh with thee, thou 
wouldeſt aſk him, &c. O! had ſhe known what an 
Almighty God fat by her, ſhe would not have be- 
haved ſo coldly, ſhe would have ſunk down before 
him, and ſaid with greater Wonder than when ſhe. : 
thought a Jew would vouchſafe to ſpeak with her, 
How is it that the Lord my God deigns to ſpeak with * 
me? She muſt have broke out like her Father Jacob, 
ce How dreadful is this Place! God is here, and I 
knew it not!” Or ſaid, Lord what am I, or what 
is my Father's Houſe, that thou ſhouldeſt ſhew ſuch 
Mercy to thine Handmaid !”” Or, had ſhe known 
what a dear Saviour he was, how much he loved fin» 
ners, how tender and merciful; ſhe would have prayed _ 
him, O Lord Jeſus, doſt thou aſ Water of mef lo? © 
Heaven and Earth are thine, and of thine own Tit 
give thee joyfully ; but I beſeech thewgive me better 
Water, let me drink of that River which flows out 
of the Throne, and makes glad the City of God, and 
he would certainly have given it to her: He would have 
ſaid as he did once to another poor Woman, Be it 
to thee even as thou wilt; for, for that Purpoſe was 
he come, and therefore muſt needs go through 
 Samaria.” | 7 5 | 

I may fay the ſame to all you who hear me preach, 
If you knew who Jeſus is, you would aſk him, and 
he would help you, If you knew he was the Lord 
God Almighty, you would think then, Why do [ 
tarry any longer ! What though my Sins are red like 
Scarlet, he can make them like Wool; and thou 
they are like Crimſon, he can make them like Snow. 
W hat horrid Guilt ! What curſed Nature can't he 
waſh and make clean ! If all the Sins of the World 
were laid upon one Soul, a ſingle Drop of his Sweat, 
one precious Drop of his Blood could make him in a 
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Moment fairer th an Angel of God. Nor is he 
able or mighty to ſave only, but he is willing. His 
Mercy is as great as his Majefty, When a certain 
Leper in the Days of his Ficth prayed him, © Lord; 
if thou wilt thou canſt make me clean,” he anſwered, 
„ will, and immediately his Leproſy was cleanſed, 0 
and this he did for cur Sakes, that we may venture 
to come to © the Throne of Grace boldly, and obtain 
Mercy in the Time of Need,” If the worſt People 
in the Streets, the moſt polluted Strumpet or hardened 
Rebel, knew who Jeſus is, if they knew he was their 
loving and gracious Lord, they would turn to him 
and be faved: If the Doubting and Melancholy, 
whoſe Hearts are continually oppreſſ: ed and r6ubled 
with Fears and Jcalouſies, did but know him, they 
would foon be happy; but no Man, no human 
"Creature can believe him ſo loving and Almighty a8 
he is. We learn what we know of it through the 
Teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, Before I leave this 
Part of the Text, I mut obſerve, that though many 
innocently with to have lived in his Time, that 
they could have been with him, and ſo have aſked 
and got from him eternal Life and Salvation: They 
need not ſo wiſh, for he is Verily and indeed as ea 
to us as he was to the Woman of Samaria, Unbe- 
lief hinders us to fee, as it did her for a Time; nor 
need we po a Step to find him: He is preſent with 
us when we lie down and when we riſe up, when we 
o out and when we come in, and many thouſand 
imes has called and invited us to drink freely of the 
Water of Life. I lt is a Miſtake, that one muſt be in 
the Church, or on our Knees, or buſied in ſome re- 
ligious Duty always, if we would hnd the Lord; for 
this Woman was doing the Buſineſs of her Houle, 
and going to draw Water for her Uſe, when Jeſus 
made himſelf known to . You alſo may dè in- 
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